Measurement of prothrombin mRNA during gestation and early neonatal development.
Prothrombin levels in the fetal and newborn lamb follow a gestational age-related pattern of development. The changes in activity are reflected by similar changes in prothrombin antigen concentration. Our investigations indicate that these changes in prothrombin antigen and activity levels are paralleled by changes in the levels of prothrombin messenger RNA present in liver samples from fetuses of various gestational ages.